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Before he entered the world of academia, 
before he took the reins at what was then 
Maysville Community College, Dr. James Shires 
was a soldier.

“I place the highest value on and appreciation 
of my military experience and background as the 
most enjoyable and valuable in my life,” he said.

Col. James Shires didn’t come to the military 
by accident — he was following a generations-
old family tradition of service to our nation that 
began with the War for Independence.

“Beginning at an early age, in my elementary 
school years, I began to be interested in and to 
learn about military history — especially our 
American military history,” Shires said.

“My great-great-grandfather, Sgt. Richard Shires 
served in the Virginia militia in the Revolutionary 
War. Great-grandfather Pvt. John Shires was with 
the 22nd Virginia Infantry in the Confederate 
Army and great-grandfather Andrew Mackewicz 
was in the Union Army but I don’t have a record of 
his unit,” Shires recalled. “They were both from my 
hometown of Ronceverte, Greenbrier County, Va., 
(West Virginia) and both survived the Civil War to 
talk about their experiences, so family oral history 
goes.”

This service continued in World War II and 
beyond, Shires explained.

“Uncle Edward McMann, my uncle Eddie who 
taught me and my brother Doug to hunt and 
shoot, tracking game and woods-craft from an 
early age, was a combat engineer, served in the 
North Africa Campaign, was wounded, captured 
by the Germans, and escaped twice,” Shires said. 
“First cousin Bill Shires was an artilleryman in 
Korea. My dad, First Sergeant Charles Shires was 
in the West Virginia National Guard for 20 years 
but didn’t go with them when called up for World 
War II because he was too old.”

Shires attended West Virginia University where 
he was a member of the ROTC.

“I received my commission in the US Army upon 
graduation from West Virginia University and the 
ROTC program. My active duty in the army began 
in 1959 at Fort Lee, Virginia – I hope the name is not 
changed! Upon completion of my Quartermaster 
Officer course, I chose to go to “jump school” and 
to become a parachute rigger and aerial delivery 
officer. I went to Basic Airborne School with the 
82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, N.C. After 
Jump School back to Fort Lee for 3 months of 
Rigger School. Then I returned to Fort Bragg.”

For two years, Shires served as an Aerial Delivery 
Officer with the 612th Q M Aerial Delivery 
Company, he said.

“We supported and worked with the 18th 
Airborne Corps, including the 82nd, 101st, 5th 
Special Forces Group and others for airdrops 
of troops, supplies and equipment, including 
bulldozers, tanks, and road graders,” Shires said. 

Shires said he was invited to join the Special 
Forces group and go to Okinawa but instead 
decided to go back to West Virginia University 
to graduate school and he left active duty but 
became a member of the active-duty Army 
Reserve.

“I maintained Active Army Reserve Duty the 
remainder of my 30 year Army career with some 
brief active duty operations and schools with a 
variety of units and branch changes, eventually 
moving to the Armor Branch when I came to 
Kentucky. During those years I served in these 
interesting types of reserve units,” Shires said. 
Those included QM Mobile Bath–Shower Company 
in the Company Executive Office; Armored 
Medical Company where he was Acting Company 
Commander; Basic Infantry Training Company 
where he was Company Commander; and 2085th 
USAR School where he was Commandant.

“I completed the two highest levels of military 
training and education — The Command and 
General Staff College — and also taught in that 
program as the director. I was selected and 
ordered to active duty to attend the yearlong 
US Army War College in Carlisle Barracks, 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, from which I graduated 
with classmates and friends, Gen. Jack Keane 
of Fox News and Gen. Tommy Franks who led 
our outstanding victory in the First Gulf War in 
Kuwait and Iraq. We received our diplomas from 
Senator Barry Goldwater.”

Although he was selected by the War College 
Commandant and his staff to be offered a full-
time faculty and administrative staff position 
at the War College, Shires said Pentagon-level 
Army Reserve politics entered the process and 
his appointment was not approved.

His final recall to active duty orders would 
have made him Assistant Commandant US Army 
Armor School at Fort Knox.

Shires retired in 1989 after 30 years of service 
to his country.

“I am proud of my service to our great nation, 
its flag and for all for which it stands,” he said.

And his retirement did not mean an end to his 
interest in the military or to his service.

“I have maintained my interest in our military 
and have supported organizations such as the 
American Legion, VFW and patriotic groups like 
the DAR,” Shires said. “My interest in and study 
of our military history was strengthened at The 
War College. I have continued to read and write 
about our military. After all is said and done I 
have loved our American military, the U.S. Army, 
our flag and our National Anthem! I recall my 
military experiences fondly and many times with 
a smile or a laugh,” Shires said.

And while it is obvious that Shires took his 
military service seriously, it is equally obvious 
that he took great joy and pleasure in what he 
was doing.

“General/President Dwight Eisenhower once 
said after his 40 plus years in the US Army — even 
the hard days of World War II — that he always 
looked for something to laugh at or smile about 
and hardly a day went by that he didn’t find the 
humor that he felt saved him on occasion — I feel 
the same way! God bless our country’s military 
and our peace through strength and God bless 
America,” Shires said.
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Though many may remember 
being at home, in school, or 
at work when they first heard 
the news of the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorists attacks on the United 
States, one man recalls being in 
the midst of it.

Retired US Marine Lt. Col. Jim 
Clark, who now lives on a farm 
in Fleming County with his 
wife, remembers that day very 
well as he was serving inside 
the Pentagon when one of the 
planes hit the building.

There were four separate 
attacks on that morning. At 8:46 
a.m., American Airlines Flight 
11 hit the North World Trade 
Center. At 9:03 a.m., United 
Airlines Flight 175 hit the South 
Tower. American Airlines Flight 
77 hit the Pentagon at 9:37 a.m. 
and United Airlines Flight 93 
crashed near Shanksville, Penn. 
at 10:03 a.m.

Clark said he remembered 
every moment of his morning.

“I had just started working in 
the Pentagon in July 2001,” he 
said. “I was 38 and had just been 
promoted to lt. colonel in August. 
I was working as an analyst 
in Projected Forces Division. I 
would usually get there around 
6:30-6:45 a.m., but the duty day 
didn’t start until 7:30 a.m.”

According to Clark, a Navy 
friend of his told him about the 
first plane that hit the World 
Trade Center. At the time, he did 
not believe it to be more than a 
mechanical failure that caused it 
to hit.

“We didn’t really know what 
was going on, because we were 
working,” he said. “A friend told 
us about it and I remember 
thinking that it had to be a major 
malfunction for the plane to hit 
a building in the middle of a big 
city like that.”

When the second plane hit, 
work stopped and everyone 
began watching what was 
happening. At 9:37 a.m., however, 
everything changed.

“Our worked stopped when 
that second plane hit,” he said. 
“We were huddled around our 
boss’s computer, watching what 
was happening. Suddenly, his 
computer froze and the whole 
building shook. This building is 
massive. It’s several buildings 
in a Pentagon shape, so for 
the whole building to shake, 
something had to happen. 
My boss looked up and asked, 
“What was that?” People were 
shouting, ‘It’s a bomb. Get out of 
the building.’”

Clark said there were hard 
drives that had to be removed 
and locked away at the end of 
the day; something that had to 
be completed before anyone 
could leave the building. Once 
that task was finished, he began 
to evacuate.

“Defense Protection Service 
was in the hallway with machine 
guns and were directing people 
out of the building,” he said. 
“My building was close to the 
southern parking lot. When we 
made it outside, the secretary 
looked up and asked where the 
odd-looking clouds had come 
from; but it wasn’t clouds. It was 
smoke. You could smell the jet 
fuel in the air.”

According to Clark, at the time, 
cell phones were not widely used 
and many people were trying to 
find a place to use a telephone 
to let their loved one knows 
where they were at the time. 
While evacuating the Pentagon, 
the first tower fell.

“I was still walking through 
the Pentagon mall when the first 
tower collapsed,” he said.

Clark said he lived about 40 
miles away in Virginia and was 
unsure of how he would get 
home.

“Sometime later, we wound 
up in a hotel lobby. There were 
probably 100 of us in there trying 
to make calls and watching the 
news. That was when the second 
tower collapsed,” he said.

According to Clark, he was 
able to reach his wife by phone, 

whom he asked to call his 
parents in Tollesboro before 
leaving the hotel with a friend.

“We all left the Marriott and I 
ran into my boss,” he said. “His 
father-in-law picked us up and 
took us to the boss’ house. He let 
us borrow his car so we could get 
home. There were no cars on the 
interstate, which was very weird 
for the area. Neither of us really 
talked on the drive. We knew 
a lot of people had been killed 
that day and we knew Osama 
Bin Laden had been behind it. It 
was a somber drive for both of 
us.”

Clark said it was several days 
before he returned to work 
at the Pentagon, due to the 
amount of noxious fumes inside. 
After returning, he found out 
more devastating news.

“A guy I worked with and had 
talked to had been killed,” he 
said. “He was taking a flight and 
was on the plane that hit one 
of the towers. If he had been at 
work, he probably would have 
been safe.”

According to Clark, there was a 
mix of anger and sadness in the 
air on the day of the attacks.

“I remember thinking the 
United States is the most 
benevolent nation on the planet 
and this was a planned attack,” 
he said. “There was a mix of 
anger and sadness inside me 
and I knew this was planned by 
a man who hated America. It 
was just perplexing that anyone 
would do such a horrible thing. 
There were a lot of civilians who 
worked at the Pentagon with 
me. There is a daycare there. It’s 
like being in a small city. It was 
hard to believe that someone 
would do that.”

Clark said he served at the 
Pentagon until July 2003 when 
he was selected to command 
a battalion. He then served in 
Kuwait from 2006-2007, Iraq 
from 2009-2010 and Afghanistan 
from 2011-2013. He retired from 
the military in March 2015 and 
taught JROTC at Ripley Union 
Lewis Huntington High School.

Clark 
remembers 
Pentagon 

attack

Lt. Col. Jim Clark while he was 
stationed in Afghanistan.
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Flags return to Veterans 
Memorial Park

Christy Howell-Hoots
choots@cmpapers.com

Though the park has not yet reopened, 
a familiar sight of flags blowing in the 
wind has returned to the Veterans 
Memorial Park in Maysville.

The park is now under the control of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2734. 
However, the future plans for the park will 
be discussed later.

According to Col. Thomas Cordingly, 
who was in charge of overseeing the park, 
it was closed due to issues with people 
trashing the area on several occasions.

“I had to make the tough decision to 
close the park,” he said in September. 
“People were trashing it. They were 
leaving pizza boxes, cigarette butts, 
fast food wrappers. I couldn’t just let 
people go in and destroy an area that’s 
meant to honor those who served our 
country.”

Cordingly said the park was built by 
the AMVETS about 10 years ago as a 
way to remember the veterans who 
fought for the country. In the park, there 
is a Civil War cannon to honor ground 
troops, a steering mechanism from 
a World War II Navy ship to honor the 
Navy veterans and a replica of a World 

War I fighter jet propeller to honor 
those who served in the Air Force.

“This is an area for serenity and 
reflection,” he said. “It’s about honoring 
our veterans.”

Cordingly said after closing the park, 
he discussed the future of it with Eddie 
Brierly, commander of the VFW Post 2734 
and Matt Wallingford, city manager of 
Maysville, about a joint effort to oversee 
it.

The park is located along Kentucky 9 
AA Highway near Meadowview Regional 
Medical Center in Maysville.

Flags have returned to the Veterans 
Memorial Park in Maysville.

Provided

The military men 
and women who 
serve and protect 
the U.S. come from 
all walks of life; they 
are parents, children, 
grandparents, 
friends, neighbors 
and coworkers, and 
are an important part 
of their communities. 
Here are some facts 
about the veteran 
population of the 
United States:

— 18.2 million 
living veterans 
served during at 
least one war as of 
2018.

— 9 percent of 
veterans are women.

— 7 million 
veterans served 
during the Vietnam 
War.

— 3 million 
veterans have served 
in support of the War 
on Terrorism.

— Of the 16 
million Americans 
who served during 
World War II, about 
496,777 were still 
alive as of 2018.

— Connecticut 
was home to the 
highest percentage 
of World War II 
veterans as of 2018 
at 7.1 percent.

— 2 million 
veterans served 
during the Korean 
War.

— As of 2017, 
the top three states 
with the highest 
percentage of 
Veterans were 
Alaska, Maine 
and Montana, 
respectively.

Information 
courtesy of The 
History Channel at 
history.com

Veterans 

TODAY
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Recently, on behalf of the Trump Administration 
and in support of America’s military members 
and families, U.S. Secretary of the Interior David L. 
Bernhardt announced that Gold Star Families and 
U.S. military veterans will be granted free access to 
national parks, wildlife refuges and other Federal 
lands managed by the Department of the Interior 
starting on Veterans Day (Nov. 11) this year and every 
day onward.

“The Trump Administration is committed to 
honoring American patriots – the men and women 
who have served in our armed forces,” said Bernhardt. 
“With the utmost respect and gratitude, we are 
granting veterans and Gold Star Families free access 
to the iconic and treasured lands they fought to 
protect starting this Veteran’s Day and every single 
day thereafter.”

Entrance fees for the National Park Service and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and standard amenity 
recreation fees for the Bureau of Land Management 
and the Bureau of Reclamation sites will be waived 
for veterans and Gold Star Families. They will have 
free access to approximately 2,000 public locations 
spread out across more than 400 million acres of 
public lands, which host activities to fit any lifestyle, 
from serene to high octane, including hiking, fishing, 
paddling, biking, hunting, stargazing and climbing.

“Our veterans, fallen servicemembers, and their loved 
ones have made tremendous sacrifices to protect our 
freedoms, and we are forever grateful for their selfless 
service to our nation,” said U.S. Senator Joni Ernst, a 
combat veteran. “I applaud the Trump Administration 
for giving back to our veterans and Gold Star Families 
by granting them free access to America’s beautiful 
national parks and federal lands that our brave men and 
women in uniform fought to protect.”

“This initiative will provide American Veterans the 
opportunity to find peace and healing in the outdoors 
in addition to discovering the beautiful lands that we 
sacrificed so much to protect,” said Executive Director 
Warrior Expeditions Sean Gobin.

“I would like to express my great appreciation to 
the Department of the Interior for building on the 
success of the America the Beautiful - National Parks 
& Federal Recreational Lands Annual Pass for military 
families and extending the benefit to Gold Star 
Families and to those who have served in support of 
our nation, in part, to secure these treasured lands,” 
said Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America CEO 
Jeremy Butler. “Exposure to outdoor recreation can 
provide a wide range of mental health benefits, 
and given our nation’s ongoing veteran suicide 
crisis, this is a welcome step forward using a whole 
of government approach to improve the lives of 
veterans.”

“Wounded and Disabled veterans, indeed all 
veterans and their families, find peace and personal 
renewal in nature. The opportunity to enjoy the 
American jewels of nature-our National Park System 
- with free entry into these parks will speak volumes 
regarding our nation’s desire to honor American 
citizens who sign a “blank check made payable to the 
United States of America for an amount up to and 
including their life,” said Team River Runner.

Many Department managed lands have direct 
connections to the American military, such as 
frontier forts, Cold War sites, battlefields, national 
cemeteries, and memorials. These special places 
pay tribute to our veterans and serve as reminders 
of their courage and sacrifice throughout the history 
of our nation, from Minuteman National Historic 
Park where colonists stood in defense of their rights, 

to Yellowstone National Park, which was protected 
from vandalism and poaching by the 1st U.S. Cavalry 
before the National Park Service was established, 
to Mount Rushmore where modern warriors attend 
reenlistment ceremonies.

For purposes of this program, a veteran is identified 
as an individual who has served in the United States 
Armed Forces, including the National Guard and 
Reserves, and is able to present one of the following 
forms of identification:

— Department of Defense Identification Card
— Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC)
— Veteran ID Card
— Veterans designation on a state-issued U.S. 

driver’s license or identification card

Gold Star Families are next of kin of a member 
of the United States Armed Forces who lost his or 
her life in a “qualifying situation,” such as a war, an 
international terrorist attack, or a military operation 
outside of the United States while serving with the 
United States Armed Forces.

The Interagency America the Beautiful National 
Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass Program 
already includes a free annual pass for active duty 
members of the U.S. Military and their dependents. 
Other free or discounted passes are available for 
persons with permanent disabilities, fourth grade 
students, volunteers, and senior citizens age 62 years 
or older.

The Department also offers free entrance days 
for everyone throughout the year to mark days of 
celebration and commemoration including the 
birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., National Public 
Lands Day, Veterans Day, and the signing of the Great 
American Outdoors Act.

Gold Star families, vets 
given free entrance to 

national parks

Veterans Day, formerly known as Armistice Day, 
was originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor 
the end of World War I, which officially took place 
on Nov. 11, 1918.

In legislation that was passed in 1938, Nov. 11 
was “dedicated to the cause of world peace and to 
be hereafter celebrated and known as ‘Armistice 
Day.’” As such, this new legal holiday honored 
World War I veterans.

In 1954, after having been through both World 
War II and the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress — 
at the urging of the veterans service organizations 
— amended the Act of 1938 by striking out the 
word “Armistice” and inserting the word “Veterans.” 
With the approval of this legislation on June 1, 
1954, Nov. 11 became a day to honor American 
veterans of all wars.

In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill ensured 
three-day weekends for federal employees by 
celebrating four national holidays on Mondays: 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans 

Day, and Columbus Day. Under this bill, Veterans 
Day was moved to the fourth Monday of October. 
Many states did not agree with this decision and 
continued to celebrate the holiday on its original 
date. The first Veterans Day under the new law was 
observed with much confusion on Oct. 25, 1971.

Finally on Sept. 20, 1975, President Gerald R. 
Ford signed a law which returned the annual 
observance of Veterans Day to its original date 
of Nov. 11, beginning in 1978. Since then, the 
Veterans Day holiday has been observed on 
Nov. 11.

The history of 
Veterans Day

Yosemite National Park | stock photo
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Sales & Service

Mt. Olivet, KY • 724-5215

R’s LIQUOR
& MORE, LLC

301 Hamilton Ave., Augusta, KY
606-756-2722

Wine, Package Liquor, Bait
STORAGE UNITS FOR RENT

We Salute 
Our Veterans

ROBERTSON COUNTY 
FUNERAL HOME

Caring Funeral and 
Cremation Services

724 Sardis Road

Mt Olivet, KY

606-724-5000
www.warefuneralhome.com

Woodward Avenue, Brooksville, KY
(606) 735-2408

www.kyfb.comLarry Smith
Agency Manager Ryan M. Smith Jody Stanley Jeanna Brothers

Craig Miller
BraCken Co. FisCal Court
augusta West Magistrate

2246 augusta-ChathaM rd
augusta, kY 41002

craigmiller01@windstream.net
859-333-0462

Thank You VeTerans
For Your serVice

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5:00pm Sat. 8:00am-Noon
Toll Free 800-643-4426

www.millerlumbercompany.com

201 Seminary Ave., Augusta, KY 
606-756-2151

We salute our veterans.

Brooksville, 
KY 41004

606-756-2255

Thank you to 
all Veterans 
and those 

Serving today
Mayor Michael C. Taylor, 

City Council, and Employees

LocaLLy owned and operated

Maysville

“Thank You for Your Service”

AA HIGHWAY, MAYSVILLE, KY

606-759-7171
1-800-467-7171

Visit us at www.mcfarlands.net
 Sales: Mon.-Fri.9-6, Sat. 9-5

We salute Our 

Veterans and those 

in our military

The War to 
End All Wars

At 11 a.m. Nov. 11, Americans will have a chance to remember the sacrifices of those 
killed in World War I by participating in the Bells of Peace program. The United States 

World War One Centennial Commission is offering an app with a built-in countdown 
timer. When the timer reaches 11 a.m. local time, bells of peace will toll from your 

mobile device. To download the app go to: http://www.ww1CC.org, 

Hardymon
Lumber Inc.

343 East Second St
Maysville, KY 41056
606-564-4071

Hrs: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm
Sat 7:30am-Noon
hardymonlumber.com

 www.fme.coop
Toll Free: 1-800-464-3144

Join 
us in 

honoring
our 

Veterans
Their dedication to 
country and freedom 
makes us proud to be 
Americans, and we owe 
them a debt of gratitude 
that can never be repaid.

Celebrating
VETERANS DAY

From the U.S. Department of Defense

In 1918, the world had never seen such 
killing.

Between 15 million and 19 million people 
died during World War I, and another 23 
million were wounded.

The industrial age had industrialized death, 
and Europe became the factory floor for new 
weapons and new means of killing — from 
tanks and airplanes to gas and machine guns.

The war had started in 1914, and the killing 
continued without letup until Nov. 11, 1918, 
when the Allies and the Central Powers signed 
an armistice that ended the slaughter.

Just about every city, town and village felt 
the pain of the war. France alone lost nearly 1.7 
million people on the battlefield or by disease. 
The United Kingdom lost between 860,000 and 
1 million. The United States, which entered the 
conflict on April 6, 1917, lost 116,708 service 
members.

The Allies had broken through on the 
Western Front. German forces had been 
decisively beaten, and American, British and 
French forces were advancing on Germany. The 
other Central Powers — Austria-Hungary and 
the Ottoman Empire — had already stopped 
fighting. Germany signed the armistice in a 

railroad car in the Forest of Compiegne. It was 
to take effect Nov. 11, 1918, at 11 a.m.

It seemed like a miracle to a tired world.

‘Bells Burst Forth in Joyful Chimes’
“Bells burst forth in joyful chimes,” began 

one story in a London newspaper. Big Ben 
in Westminster tolled long and loud, and its 
ringing was copied in belfries around the city.

In Paris, people took to the streets with 
joy and relief. The bells of Paris rang out and 
people in the city from around the world 
cheered the end of the fighting that claimed 
so many.

In New York City, the Armistice was at 6 a.m., 
but New Yorkers still took to the streets. Again 

the bells of the city’s great houses of worship 
rang out and people flocked into the streets.

The same thing occurred across the United 
States.

Armistice Day was supposed to mark the 
end of the “War to End All Wars.” It is now 
called Veterans Day as Americans honor the 
veterans of all wars and conflicts. In the 100 
years since 1918, U.S. service members have 
fought in World War II, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War and operations from Desert 
Storm to Lebanon to Grenada and Panama. 
American service members are serving right 
now in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria.

At 11 a.m. Nov. 11, retired Navy Adm. 
Michael G. Mullen, who served as the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 2007 to 2011, 
will oversee the bells tolling 21 times at 
Washington’s National Cathedral in honor 
of those lost during World War I, said Betsy 
Anderson, a spokesperson for the World War 
One Centennial Committee. More than 1,000 
communities nationwide will also participate 
in the program.

Individuals also can participate, Anderson 
said, by going to the commission’s website 
and downloading the Bells of Peace app. “As 
the built-in countdown timer reaches 11 a.m. 
local time, the Bells of Peace will toll” from all 
devices, she said.

British Officer, Poet
Bells draw attention to those lost in the war. 

Wilfred Owen was a British officer and poet 
who was killed on Nov. 4, 1918. One of his most 
famous poems, Anthem for Doomed Youth, 
mentioned bells:

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?
Only the monstrous anger of the guns.
Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle
Can patter out their hasty orisons.
No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells,
Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs,
The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;
And bugles calling for them from sad shires.
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Bracken County Judge Executive

Tina Teegarden

John G. Parker

Bracken County 
Coroner

Chris Cummins, 
Deputy Coroner

We Salute our VeteransBracken County Sheriff

Howard Niemeier

Deputies: Kevin Dolen, 
Jeffery Burden, Bob Scott, 

Mareka Scott, Chris Shields  
& Steven Moss.

Janet Morris, Secretary

Bracken County Circuit Clerk

Heather Rechtin
Staff:

Lisa, Randy, Kathy, Meghann

Bracken County PVA
Tracey Florer
Lynn and Sara

Bracken County Clerk
Rae Jean Poe

and deputies

Bracken County Cour thouse

 Veteran's Day November 11

Veterans of Foreign Wars
VFW Post 2734

3177 AA Hwy., Maysville, KY
(606) 759-0200

Honoring Our
 Brave Veterans

International Paper
Maysville Mill

thanks our team members who 
have served!  

Greg Barker
Gerald Foister Jr.

Roger Hall
Kenny Johnson

Don Jones
Robert Mason

Matt Miller
Jeff O’Cull

Andy Pfeffer

Marcus Randolph
Kevin Sanders
David Sticklen

Lee Storie
Kerry Theiss

George Dandaneau
Brian McLaughlin
Michael Chaney

We embrace and celebrate the unique characteristics of 
employees with military backgrounds and thank them for serving 
our country, the sacrifices made by their families, and for sharing 

their insight and unique perspective with IP. 

We Salute You! 

Wreaths Across America is the 
non-profit organization best 
known for placing veterans’ 
wreaths on the headstones of 
our nation’s fallen at Arlington 
National Cemetery.

However, today the 
organization, in total, places 
more than 2 million sponsored 
veterans’ wreaths at over 
2,200 participating locations 
nationwide. In order to achieve 
this mission, in this challenging 
year, the organization had to 
be open to new approaches 
and partnered with generous 
organizations willing to share 
new technologies while 
helping achieve our ultimate 
goal of fulfilling the mission to 
Remember, Honor, and Teach in part 
by placing veterans’ wreaths at the 
headstones of all fallen U.S. service 
members.

Wreaths Across America’s existing 
website capabilities allow for 
customized fundraising pages 
for participating locations and 
sponsorship groups, providing real-
time information to donors and 
volunteers across the country. In 
addition, the nonprofit has focused 
efforts on other owned-media 
channels, including Wreaths Across 
America Radio, an internet radio 
station bringing you a unique mix of 
music, interviews and entertainment 
designed to uplift the American spirit 
during these challenging times and 
to promote our mission to remember, 
honor and teach about America’s 
veterans.

Expanding on the teach aspect 
of the mission, WAA’s Mobile 
Education Exhibit hit the road early 
this summer. This traveling learning 
experience helps live the mission 

to remember, honor, and teach. The 
expanding internal movie theater 
and interactive learning displays 
help remember the sacrifices of our 
nation’s heroes, honor living veterans 
and teach future generations about 
the price of freedom.

In the last two years, by partnering 
with AT&T veterans, WAA has been 
able to offer a pilot “Text to Donate” 
program that is allowing donors in 
several states to sponsor a veteran’s 
wreath for a family member or loved 
one from the comfort and safety of 
their own home. By texting 20222 and 
a corresponding text code specific to 
an area cemetery, a contribution can 
be made over the donor’s phone no 
matter who is their primary service 
carrier. All mobile users can obtain 
a tax receipt for donations made 
via text message by visiting: http://
mobilegiving.org/tax-receipt/.

Although the use of social media 
has been around for some time 
and become a business mainstay of 
building a community of supporters, 
virtual events have also become the 
norm this year as many live events 

have had to be transformed from 
their original live format. These virtual 
events have allowed us to share 
a once regional concert, with our 
entire supporter base, removed 5k 
races from the bounds of a set course, 
offered mothers homeschooling 
their children the chance to share 
in a pledge of allegiance with their 
children, and expanded a local flag-
waving effort to the entire nation.

Some of these efforts have even 
spawned the need for their own 
new technology approaches. 
For example, WAA’s race partner 
CompetitorME began utilizing an 
App, called RaceJoy, to help track 
runners and share vital information 
while participating in a virtual race. 
And while most theater chains 

were trying to figure out the 
business of survival amidst a 
pandemic Showcase Cinemas 
made community service a 
priority by lifting the virtual 
concert from the pages of 
Facebook to add it to their 
newly launched streaming 
service called Showcase NOW.

As you can see, no one 
change is helping make 
it through rough times. 
However, utilizing technology 
to make many small changes 
is helping WAA continue 
toward its goal of honoring 
and remembering as many 
United States service members 
as possible nationwide this 

National Wreaths Across America 
Day—Saturday, December 19, 2020.

However, there’s still more ways 
to help and it doesn’t have a touch 
screen or hi-def display…. It’s you!

You can sponsor a wreath for $15 at 
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/. Each sponsorship goes toward 
a fresh balsam veteran’s wreath that 
will be placed on the headstone of 
an American hero as we endeavor 
to honor all veterans laid to rest on 
Saturday, December 19, 2020, as part 
of National Wreaths Across America 
Day. You can text WREATH22 to 20222 
to sponsor a wreath for Arlington 
National Cemetery right from your 
phone.

Wreaths Across America Utilizes 
Technology to Help Fulfill Mission
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CHARLES M. ISHMAEL
Uncle/Great Uncle of Employees 

Angie Montgomery & Luke Buchanan
Army

Korean War

MICHAEL K. MONTGOMERY
Husband of Employee Angie Montgomery

Uncle of Employee Luke Buchanan
Air Force 

Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm

KY M. COVERT
Nephew of Employee Angie Montgomery

Air Force (2009-Present)

JAMES F. ISHMAEL
Father/Grandfather of Employees 

Angie Montgomery/Luke Buchanan
Air Force

Korean War

HERMAN FRODGE
Father of Employee Jeff Frodge

Army Reserve (1962-1968)

DERRICK FRODGE
Cousin of Employee Jeff Frodge

Army / KY National Guard (1989-2018)
Operation Enduring Freedom

JERRY MACK 
STOBER Employee

Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm

Navy (1988-1992)

EDWIN BENEDICT
Brother of Employee Kenneth Benedict

Army

WILLIAM PURDON
Father of Employee Sue Purdon

Army (1939-1943)
WWII

MICHAEL PURDON
Brother of Employee Sue Purdon

Navy (1969-1974)
Vietnam War

JOHN HIGHFIELD
Uncle of Employee Sue Purdon

Army (1940-1944)
WWII

GARY BESS
Father of Employee John Bess

Marine Corps (1968-1972)
Vietnam War

CHARLES G. JULIAN, SR.
Grandfather of Employee John Bess

Navy
Korean War and Vietnam War

JEFF SMITH 
STOBER Employee
Army (1990-1994)

BILL MARSHALL 
Retired STOBER Employee

Army Reserve 8 Years

BILLY RAY MORAN
Father of  Employee Rocky Moran

Army Reserve (1962-1968)

JAMES L. COOPER
Brother of  Employee Ronnie Cooper

Vietnam War

DELBERT TRUESDELL
Father of Employee Terri Fisher

Army (1953-1955)

ARTHUR R. HENRY
Father in Law of Employee Dave Graff

Army (1960-1973)(1978-1992)
Vietnam War

AUSTIN GRAFF
 Son of Employee Dave Graff

Navy (2014-Present) 

HANNAH FUGATE
Daughter of Employee Dave Graff

Army (2017-Present)

KRYSTAL CALLAHAN
Niece of Employee Dave Graff

Air Force (2015-Present)

SEAN MYRICK
STOBER Employee
Army (2012-2014)

TANNER KELSCH
STOBER Employee

National Guard (2014-Present)

TERENCE TAYLOR
STOBER Employee
Navy (1989-1991)

JERED LITTLE
Cousin of Employee Tina Purvis

Army (2002-Present)

KATE LITTLE
Cousin of Employee Tina Purvis

Army (2007-Present)

WILLIAM GATHERWRIGHT, SR.
Grandfather of Employee Devin Gatherwright

Air Force
Vietnam War

WILLIAM GATHERWRIGHT, JR.
Father of Employee Devin Gatherwright

Navy (1984-1990)

DONNIE BLACK
STOBER Employee
Army (1985-2005)

Operation Iraqi Freedom

GREGORY BENEDICT
Brother of Employee Kenneth Benedict

Marine Corps
Vietnam War 

JAMES BENEDICT
Father of Employee Kenneth Benedict

Army 
WWII

RAY WILLIAMS 
Deceased STOBER Employee

Army (1966-1969)

BRIAN KULCSAR
STOBER Sales Rep

Army

RYAN FORMAN
Bother in Law of Chris Bauer

Operation Desert Storm
Army (1990-1995)

TJ PHILLIPS
STOBER Sales Rep

Air Guard 

DARLO EUGENE SMITH
Grandfather of Employee Nick Smith

WWII (1940-1945)

JACK DOYLE
Brother of Employee Cherie Dean

Marines (1972-1975)

JOHN SHANKLIN
Grandfather of Employee Amy McCord

Army (1950-1952)
Korean War

STACY BERRY
Husband of Employee Stephanie Berry

Army (1986-1994)
Gulf War

ALEXANDRA BERRY
Daughter of Employee Stephanie Berry

Army (2020-Present)

LARRY PITTS
Father of Employee Stephanie Berry

Army (1969-1971)
Vietnam War

SIMON SMITH
Father of Employee Doris Gallenstein

Army (1942-1945)
WWII

WILLIAM SMITH
Uncle of Employee Doris Gallenstein

Army (1942-1945)
WWII

BARRY FIELDS
Retired STOBER Employee

Army (1972-1974)

JASON PRATER
Brother of Employee Adam Prater

Air Force (1999-Present)
Operation Iraqi Freedom, War on Terror

ROBERT N. PRATER
Grandfather of Employee Adam Prater

Army (1943-1945)
WWII

KENNETH HAMILTON 
Grandfather of Employee Adam Prater

Army (1953-1958) 
Navy (1958-1961) 

Korean War

EARL BENNINGTON
Retired STOBER Employee

Air Force (1972-1992)

VINCENT WORKMAN
STOBER Employee

KY National Gaurd (1990-1998)

EUGENE F. GRIGSON
Grandfather of Employee D. Clay Graves

Army-Air Force

JEREMIAH D. MACROBERTS
Brother of Employee D. Clay Graves

Army/Army Reserve

ADRIAN BAUER
Grandfather of Employee Chris Bauer

Army (1944-1945)
WWII

WARREN MASSEY
Grandfather of Employee Nathan Massey

Army 

BILL BAUER
Uncle of Employee Chris Bauer

Army (1970-1976)
Vietnam War

ERNIE HAMM
STOBER Employee

Marine Corps (1979-1987)

ANDY SIMPSON
STOBER Sales Rep

Air Force

TROY LAKE
STOBER Sales Rep

Navy

CHRIS GIVENS
STOBER Sales Rep

Marines

RJ EVANS
STOBER Sales Rep

Army 

JESHUA WILSON
STOBER Sales Rep
Army (1991-1995)

Germany


	LED111120C01
	LED111120C02
	LED111120C03
	LED111120C04
	LED111120C05
	LED111120C06
	LED111120C07
	LED111120C08

